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RESPONSE TO AMENDMENT 

1. This communication is responsive to the RCE received on November 2, 2005. 
Claims 1,19, 29, 35 and 42 have been amended. Claims 17-18, 24-28 and 45-59 have 
been cancelled. Claims 1-16, 19-23 and 29-44 are pending. 

The New Grounds of Rejection 

2. Applicant's amendment and arguments received on October 26, 2005 have been 
fully considered, however they are deemed to be moot in view of the new grounds of 
rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-16, 19-23, 29-44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kley et aL, (Kley), U.S. Patent No. 6,161,146 and in view of Inohara 
et al. t (Inohara), U.S. Patent No. 6,377,952. 

5. As to claim 1 , Kley teaches a computer-implemented method for accessing data 
from a semaphore in a computer system, comprising: 

including a first software component in a first application, wherein the first 
software component is operable to access data from the semaphore, wherein the 
semaphore is stored in a computer memory, wherein the semaphore is operable to 
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store data of any of a plurality of different data types, wherein the data comprised in the 
semaphore has a first data type of a plurality of different data types, and wherein the 
plurality of different data types comprises two or more of: wav file; numeric; text; tabbed 
text file; DSD file; formatted vector; formatted array; and tab delimited spreadsheet data; 
executing the first application (col. 4, lines 32-41, col. 7, lines 30-58, col. 11, lines 15- 
27); 

Kley teaches receiving a uniform resource locator (URL) which specifies a 
location of the semaphore, wherein the location information is received in response to 
user input (col. 13, lines 34-46); 

Kley does not explicitly teach where the first software component after accessing 
the data comprised in the semaphore, converting the data into a format useable by the 
first application. However Inohara teaches the invention related to a file format 
conversion method suitable for a plurality of computers to exchange over the World 
Wide Web information having a plurality of file formats (abstract, col. 1 , lines 8-17.) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the teaching of Kley and Inohara to incorporate a format 
conversion method because doing so will help decrease processing time and increase 
transmission flow by making application more compatible among different platforms. 
6. As to claim 2, Kley teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein the first software 
component performs a locked read-modify-write operation on the data comprised in the 
semaphore (col.7, lines 38-58). 
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7. As to claim 3, Kley teaches the method of claim 1, wherein the first software 
component accessing the data comprised in the semaphore comprises: 

the first software component locking the semaphore; the first software 
component reading the data comprised in the semaphore; the first software component 
writing new data to the semaphore; and the first software component unlocking the 
semaphore after said writing new data to the semaphore (col. 7, lines 38-51 ) 

8. As to claim 4, Kley teaches the method of claim 3, further comprising: 
receiving one or more requests to perform a locked read-modify-write operation 

on the data comprised in the semaphore from other software components; storing said 
one or more requests in a queue; and wherein said one or more requests are 
processed after said unlocking (col. 7, lines 38-51). 

9. As to claim 5, Kley teaches the method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

the first application receiving and processing the data after said converting; 
wherein the first application uses the data comprised in the semaphore to synchronize 
operations with a second application executing on a second computer system (col. 2, 
lines 33-42) 

1 0. As to claim 6, Kley teaches the method of claim 5, further comprising: 

the first software component notifying the application that the data has been 
obtained after the software component connecting to the semaphore and receiving the 
data; and wherein the application receives and processes the data after said notifying 
(col. 8, lines 47-60) 
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11. As to claim 7, Kley teaches the method of claim 5, wherein the software 
component connecting to the semaphore, the software component receiving the data, 
the software component converting the data, and the application receiving and 
processing the data are performed a plurality of times (col. 8, lines 47-60). 

12. As to claims 8, 9, 10 and11, Kley does not explicitly teach where the format is a 
self-describing format; wherein said converting comprises converting the data into a 
generic format; and wherein converting the data into a first format, wherein the first 
format includes the data and one or more attributes of the data. 

However Inohara teaches the invention related to a file format conversion 
method suitable for a plurality of computers to exchange over the World Wide Web 
information having a plurality of file formats (abstract, col. 1, lines 8-17.) Inohara also 
teaches providing a file with a file name conversion method of obtaining the file name of 
a conversion destination file from the file name of a conversion-originating file (col.4, 
lines 4-18.) Inohara also teaches that a file table may store various parameters of each 
file managed by the file system (col. 6, lines 48-65.) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the teaching of Kley and Inohara to incorporate a format 
conversion method because doing so will help decrease processing time and increase 
transmission flow by making application more compatible among different platforms. 

13. As to claim 12, they contain similar limitation of claim 1; therefore they are 
rejected under the same rationale. 
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14. As to claim 13, Kley teaches the method of claim 12, wherein the first and 
second applications use the semaphore to synchronize operation of the first and second 
applications (col. 2, lines 33-42). 

15. As to claim 14, Kley teaches the method of claim 12, wherein the first computer 
system, the second computer system, and the computer memory are connected 
through a network (refer to fig. 2). 

16. As to claim 15, Kley teaches the method of claim 12, wherein the computer 
memory storing the semaphore is comprised in one of the first computer system or the 
second computer system (refer to fig. 2, col. 4, lines 56-67). 

17. As to claim 16, Kley teaches the method of claim 1, wherein accessing data from 
a semaphore in a computer system comprises publishing or writing data to the 
semaphore (col. 7, lines 38-58). 

18. Claims 19-23 and 29-44 do not further teach or define any new limitations above 
claims 1-16, therefore; they are rejected for similar reasons. 

19. Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in the references as 
applied to the claims above for the convenience of the applicant. Although the specified 
citations are representative of the teachings of the art and are applied to the specific 
limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures may apply as well. It 
is respectfully requested from the applicant in preparing responses, to fully consider the 
references in its entirety as potentially teaching of all or part of the claimed invention, as 
well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior art or disclosed by the 
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Response to Arguments 



20. Applicant's amendment and arguments received on October 26, 2005 have been 
fully considered, however they are deemed to be moot in view of the new grounds of 
rejection. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Shawki S Ismail whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3985. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30 - 5:00. 
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 



supervisor,; Ario Etienne can be reached on 571-272-4001. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
Shawki Ismail I f) 
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